What is Accelerated Reader (AR)?
Accelerated Reader (AR) is a computerized reading program available to all students at Bethany Elementary School.  Students read an Accelerated Reader book, take a short multiple choice quiz on the computer, and earn points based on the length and difficulty level of the book and how well they do on the quiz.  Quizzes are available for more than 133,000 book titles and for all genres of literature.  
What is the purpose of the program?

The purpose of the Accelerated Reader program is to build enthusiasm so children will want to read.  Our goal is to create an excitement about books and reading that will last a lifetime.  As students participate in the program and we see how well they do on the quizzes, we gain valuable information about their reading abilities and what we can do to help them become even stronger readers.  Students end up reading a wide variety of literature.  Increased time reading contributes to an increase in learning and achievement.

What books can students read?
The Bethany Library is home to thousands of AR titles and has Accelerated Reader quizzes for over 133,000 books.  Our library books are identified by an AR label that provides the readability level and point value of the book.  Accelerated Reader books are also available at the Mountain House Public Library, Tracy Public Library and even in your home libraries! Visit www.arbookfind.com or check with Mrs. Boynton, our school librarian, to find out if the books from your home library are AR compatible!     
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How are Accelerated Reader points used?
Once each month children will have the opportunity to visit Bethany’s Accelerated Reader Store where they can spend their AR points on a variety of fun prizes.  The class with the highest number of AR points earned each month will be honored with the school AR trophy at our monthly awards assembly.  
Point goals are as follows:
	Grade
	K
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Points Goal
	5
	20
	30
	40
	60
	70
	100
	100
	100


Prizes include:
	Points
	Prizes

	1
	Stickers

	3
	Pencil

	3
	Eraser

	4 
	Silly Bands

	5
	Beaded Ring

	5
	Pop Star Writing Pad

	5
	Cut the Line Pass

	5
	Key Chain

	5
	Bookmark

	10
	Mini Bean Bag Animal

	10
	Mini Tote Bag

	10
	No Homework Pass

	30
	Book Fair Gift Certificate

	50
	Jamba Juice Gift Certificate

	50
	Cold Stone Gift Certificate

	200
	I-Tunes Gift Card

	400
	Scooter


** Prizes are subject to change based on availability.
How can parents help with Accelerated Reader?

Parents can make reading a priority by encouraging children to read every night at home.  Parents can also contribute by reading aloud to their children and discussing what is read.  Trips to local libraries and bookstores are encouraged.  Most of all, parents can make reading fun!

Happy Reading!

