Lammersville School District
New High School Design Discussion Meeting

High School Program Options
There are many different high school program options for providing academic and personal growth and addressing the various needs of students.  Community priorities about instructional program often determine or influence facility design decisions.
	Overall High School Structure
	Schedule Organization

	Traditional:  High school students take 6-7 classes at a time moving in and out of various subject area wings of the school.  Provides breadth of course choice and level for individuals, and teachers often specialize within departments.  Master schedule can be very complex, and students often are not grouped together nor share teachers.
Small Learning Communities (SLC):  Also referred to as a School-Within-A-School, SLC’s subdivide large school populations into smaller, autonomous groups of students and teachers for a more connected learning environment.  SLCs include structures such as freshman academies, multi-grade academies organized around career interests or other themes, "houses" in which small groups of students remain together throughout high school and often share the same teachers for core classes (English, Science, Social Science, Math and PE.)
	Traditional:  Students take 6-7 classes each day in periods of 50-55 minutes each.  Allows for daily contact and exposure to curriculum material for every class.  Limits instructional time for activities such as science labs and results in time lost for class switching.  Students must keep up with work requirements for all classes every day.
Block scheduling:  Students have fewer classes per day for longer periods of time.  Results in more time for teaching due to less class switching and preparation and more time for some instructional activities.  Allows students to focus on fewer courses at a time but limits daily practice with material.  In the alternate-day schedule students and teachers meet every-other-day for extended time periods rather than meeting every day for shorter periods.  In the 4/4 semester plan students complete four "yearlong" courses that meet for about 90 minutes every day during a 90-day semester.



	Student Support Programs

	Advisories:  One shorter period a day devoted to creating a more personalized learning environment where all students are well known by at least one adult.  Emphasis on relationships, coaching, and facilitation and an agenda driven by student needs and realities—rather than subject matter content.

Academic Support Classes:  Offering specialized instruction for students needing additional support in learning English, writing, reading, math, study skills, etc.  Classes may be funded through special education, Title I, English Learner,  general fund or other sources.
	Counseling Programs:  The high school counseling department can offer a variety of student support programs including peer support, mentoring, facilitated groups, academic guidance, referral services, etc.

	Curriculum Emphasis
	Curriculum Delivery (Instructional) Programs

	Traditional:  Breadth of course offerings within limits of school size and master schedule.  Individual students select courses based upon core requirements, levels and interests.

International Baccalaureate (IB):   Founded in Geneva, offers an academically challenging diploma program with final examinations, essays and projects.  Students study six courses ensuring breadth of experience in languages, social studies, the experimental sciences and mathematics. Normally taught over two years and is recognized by the world's leading universities.

Career-Based Academies or Pathways:  Students select a career field such as visual/performing arts, business/communications, law/public service, math/engineering/health sciences.  Curriculum for core courses and electives emphasizes and connects to the career world within each field.  Often part of a small learning community structure but some traditionally-structured schools incorporate career pathways.

School for the Arts:   The visual and performing arts are emphasized in the elective program and often infused into core coursework.  Academic program is supplemented with specialized training in music, drama and art.
Science/Technology School:  Sciences, engineering and current technologies are emphasized in the elective program and often infused into core coursework.  Students work on projects that apply learning to real world problems and can be connected to businesses in the area.

Regional Occupational Programs (ROP):  These are courses offering hands-on job training in any of the following industry sectors:  Agriculture and Natural Resources                Arts, Media, and Communication             Building Trades and Construction                  Education,  Family Services                        Energy and Utilities                                           Engineering and Design                    Fashion and Interior Design                            Finance and Business                      Health Science and Medical Technology       Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation      Information Technology                                 Manufacturing and Product Dev.         Marketing, Sales and Service      

Public Services                             Transportation 
	Traditional:  Teacher-directed instruction within subject-area classrooms.  Student learning assessed by exam.  Grades based upon homework assignments, classwork and exams.

Project-Based Learning (PBL):   A large component of student learning and assessment is based in individual or group projects that are intended to increase engagement and retention of curriculum.  Often projects are interdisciplinary, cooperative and address real-world tasks or problems that are related to the content of student coursework.   

New Technology High School:   Students learn through and are connected by new technologies. All students use laptops and work individually and in groups on projects (PBL).  Graduation requirements and core curriculum are covered but usually in varied time periods and groupings.

Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID):  Program designed to help underachieving middle and high school students prepare for and succeed in colleges and universities. Students commit themselves to improvement and preparation for college.  Offers a rigorous program of instruction in academic “survival skills” and teaches students how to study, read for content, take notes, and manage time. Students participate in collaborative study groups or tutorials led by tutors who use skillful questioning to bring students to a higher level of understanding.
Community Service Learning:    Service learning is the deliberate connection of community service to stated learning goals with the purpose of engaging youth in deliberating, planning, implementing, and reflecting on their community service.   At some high schools community service hours are a requirement for graduation.



